
Spotting Dirty or Dried-Out Signs

Description

The mainspring is a vital component of a mechanical watch, providing the necessary power to keep the 
watch running. However, over time, the mainspring can accumulate dirt or become dried out, leading to 
potential issues with the watch’s performance. In this blog, we will explore the symptoms that indicate a 
dirty or dried-out watch mainspring, allowing you to recognize the signs and seek timely maintenance 
to ensure your timepiece functions flawlessly.

Inconsistent Timekeeping: One of the primary symptoms of a dirty or dried-out mainspring is 
inconsistent timekeeping. If you notice that your watch is running fast or slow, or if it stops 
intermittently, it could be due to a compromised mainspring. Dirt or lack of lubrication can cause the 
mainspring to lose its elasticity, affecting the power delivery and ultimately leading to inaccurate 
timekeeping.

Decreased Power Reserve: A dirty or dried-out mainspring can result in a reduced power reserve. The 
power reserve refers to the duration for which a watch can continue running after being fully wound. If 
you observe that your watch is not holding a charge for as long as it used to, it may be an indication of 
a mainspring issue. A compromised mainspring may not store sufficient energy, resulting in a shorter 
power reserve.

Irregular or Weak Winding: When winding your watch, pay attention to any irregularities or difficulties in 
the process. A dirty or dried-out mainspring can make winding feel uneven or rough. You may also 
notice that the winding process feels weaker than usual. These symptoms suggest that the mainspring 
may not be functioning optimally, affecting the overall performance of the watch.

Unusual Noises: A dirty or dried-out mainspring can produce unusual noises within the watch 
mechanism. You may hear a clicking or grinding sound when winding or when the watch is in motion. 
These noises indicate increased friction and improper functioning of the mainspring. Ignoring these 
sounds could lead to further damage to the watch movement if not addressed promptly.

Conclusion: A dirty or dried-out mainspring can significantly impact the performance and accuracy of 
your mechanical watch. If you observe inconsistent timekeeping, decreased power reserve, irregular or 
weak winding, or unusual noises, it is crucial to have your watch inspected and serviced by a 
professional watch repair specialist. At We Fix Any Watch, our experienced technicians understand the 
intricacies of watch movements and can ensure that your mainspring is cleaned, lubricated, or 
replaced if necessary. By addressing mainspring issues promptly, you can restore the optimal 
functionality of your timepiece and enjoy accurate timekeeping for years to come.
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